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Hello From the U.S.C.O. President, Tom Hendricks

Hope you al had a great summer. [If you missed the U.SC.O. Picnic, it was a good one! It was such a hit
that we are making plans for another get together soon! There was a Shortbread Contest and lots of
geat food and Scottish fellowship. Roger Graham, our own Musical Bard, performed awonderful set! A
SPECIAL U.SC.O. THANKS to bhn Farris and Becky Kimble-Farris (new Trustees) for al the planning,
cooking, set-up, clean-up work done and getting the park for us! Jrrel Murray gave a short lesson on the
Scottish connection to the University of Oklahoma thru the first O.U. President Dr. David Ross Boyd.
Boyd House, built for Dr. Boyd, is still maintained as the President’s Home. The Scottish connection is the
reason Frrel put the ‘Crimson & Crean? colors in the Oklahoma Tartan. We had severd visitors a the
picnic. | wish to extend a hearty welcome to al of them to become members of U.SC.O. and help us
promote the culture of the Scots.

U.S.C.O. has several opportunities in the coming months for you to get involved ! We will have a booth at
the Oklahoma Scottish Games and Gathering. We need volunteers to help in the booth in two hour in-
crements on Saturday, September 18 and SJnday, September 19, 2004. This is a great way to meet new

contact.

We will aso be participating in Global Oklahoma Fest held &t Rose Sate College in Midwest City, Octo-
ber 2, 2004. We will have two booths, one indoor and one outside. The indoor booth is a food booth
and we need your best Scottish baked goods (for this event ANYTHING with Chocolate IS considered
SCOTTIH, as is any shortbread, breads, etc) The outside booth will be Information/Genealogy. This is
aso a 2 hour increment volunteer opportunity, dthough you CAN do longer periods if you like. There
will be someone there to help you find your way through the books and information. If you have ever
wanted to know more about Scottish history-this is a chance to get your feet wet! Contact lilie
McGowan, our new Chief Program Officer or check the website for more information.

Looking into the future, we have had some request to hold a Hogmanay for New Years. If anyone has
ideas-please contact dillie McGowan our new CPO. On that note, I'd like to thank each and everyone of
our new board members. They add new ideas and perspective to our quest to make U.SC.O. a more
member friendly organization. The new board members are listed on the website.

Plans are in the works for our new Scottish History/Genealogy Fair to be held Saturday, April 9, 2005 with
aKirkin” O’ The Tartan on Sunday morning, the 10th of April in recognition of Tartan Day. This event will
be held in the Activities Center and outside grounds of Church of The Savior, 5600 NW 63rd Sreet,
Oklahoma City, OK. We will have more information in the coming weeks concerning this event on our
website. Please keep checking for the latest updates!

Last but not least, if you have any ideas for fundraising or events we can participate in, please contact me
or any of the board members listed here or on the website. We want to be your voice in U.SC.O. and
make this organization OUR group!

Thanks for all your help!
Lang may yer lum reek!

Tom Hendricks, tomff2376@yahoo.com
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usco
Officer gExecutive Committee

e President & Chief Executive Officer—
Tom Hendricks: tomff2376@yahoo.com

e VicePres. & Executive Asst. Officer—
Joe M cDonald:tempo4704@j uno.com

e Executive Secretary—Janice McGill:
mcgillje@hotmail.com

e Chief Clan Council Officer—Linda
Hendricks: uscoclanchief @hotmail.com

e Chief Development Officer—Aaron
McKee: revthea@sbcglobal .net

e Chief Financial Officer—Ella McDon-
ald: rt1box13@juno.com

e Chief Nominating/M ember ship Offi-
cer—Laura Thiry: thiry@sbcglobal .net

e Chief Program Officer—Julie
MacGowan:
Julia.MacGowan@ok.usda.gov

“Support USCO, keep your membership
dues paid up to date and give and extra
amount asa contribution. Contributions
aretax deductible under Section 170 of the
|RS Code when you itemize deductions.”

Highland Herald Editor—Jerrel Murray
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Rev. Thea McKee
USCO Chaplain
Pastor of Church of the Savior,
aka COTS
5600 NW 63rd Street, OKC

Remember that people
and things neglected will
sooner or later be gone!

Cedars Gomets

Our culture communicates with
images, not words. Magazine
covers, gossy ads, and thirty-
second spots have trained us to
react and respond to what's
bright, appedling, and fast mov-
ing. Our eyes are accustomed to
dazzling images. And our people
bring those same eyes to church.
That makes it imperative that we
present ourselves well, as lead-
ers, as churches, and as minis-
tries. If we do not appear pre-
pared, professionad, and pur-
poseful, we won't be taken seri-
ously. What could be worse than
to miss an opportunity to pre-
sent the gospel because the
messenger--not the message--is
offensive? Let's do our best and
put our best foot forward. The
Lord deserves it, and we should
demand it of ourselves.

-Stan Toler-

Gaidhlig Le Barry

We, a Church of the Savior,
are involved in a local outreach
that we cdl a ‘New Begnning
and we must be ever mindful of
the eyes tha are upon us. We
are the eyes, ears, hands and feet
of our Savior. We are aso the
vehicles by which many
unchurched neighbors view God.
As His Church, we are the
lenses through which the outside
eyes see God. We are the rea
son many people seek or stray
from God. They think that God
won't love them, because we
don’'t love them. God will be
rude and unfriendly, because we,
His children, are rude and un-
friendly.

Things that apply to the church
in many situations apply to other
organizations. Daunting, yet
true, and United Scottish Clans
of Oklahoma is not exempted. It
is my hope and prayer that we
will be leaders, professiond,

purposeful and Christ-like as we
reach out to those who seek
enjoyment and a sense of cama-
raderie in associgtion with our
ethnic group.

This is our New Begnning-a
cal to recommit ourselves to
our purpose as an educationa
non-profit corporation and to
fulfill the purpose for which we
were established. Only then will
we be able to serve with integ-
rity and conviction. May we truly
see this time of new beginning as
one in which we will be the lens
through which others see a pur-
pose motivated organization as
well as the face of God.

Rev. Thea A. McKee
Chaplain
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There are no shortcuts to any
place worth going. - Beverly Sills

Wear argyle socks with
corduroy slacks!

Gaidhlig—The Third lesson:

This time we will talk a little bit
about greeting people and the
weather.

Common Greetings:

Madainn mhath (mahteen vah)
good morning

Feasgar math (faysuhr mah)
good afternoon or good evening

Madainn mhath dhuibh (ghuhyv)
good morning to you or,

Madainn mhath dhut (ghoot)
good morning to you (informal
or when talking to a child)

Likewise;

Feasgar math dhuibh or feasgar
math dhut.

Talking about the weather:

Tha i breagha (ha ee breea-uh)
it'slovely or pretty...

Tha i bléth (ha ee blagh) it's

“Remember that you might
become famous for what
you made, but you'll only be
loved for what you gave.”

warm...

Tha i fliuch (ha ee flewch) it’s
wet...

Tha i fuar (ha ee foouhr) it's
cold...

In some didects it is Tha e

bréagha, tha e fuar, etc.

...an-diugh (uhn jooh)—today
...nach eil (nach ae)—Isn't it?
Putting it together:

Tha i bréagha an-diugh, nach eil?

(it's lovely today, isn't it?)
Other weather states:

Thai frasach an-diugh (fra sack)
it’s showery today)

...aus (eg- us)—and
... an ann (an aown) --in

Thai fuar agus gaothach ann an
Okahoma City an-diugh (gowl-
tawk)

(it’s cold and windy in Oklahoma
City today)

Tha i tioram agus bldh ann an
Nichols Hills an diugh (cheer-
rum)

(i's dry and warm in Nichols
Hills today)

Next time we will tak about
saying who you are, asking some-
one’s name, and introducing
someone else.

Slan Leibh an drasda (so long for
now.

Le meas, Barry

Gaelic Origins
From: Speaking Our Language
Series 1—Part 1

Geelic is a Celtic language
whose earliest roots lie in cen-
tral Burope. It was first brought
to this country (Scotland) by
settlers from the Antrim area of
Ireland, known as Gaidheil.

The Gaidheil began arriving on
the West coast of Scotland as
early as the third century, when
they established the kingdom of
Dalriada in Argyll.

These early settlers were

known to the Romans as ‘Sotti’
and it was one of the Sots
kings, Kenneth mac Alpin, who
first united the Picts and the
Scots in 843 AD. It was the
Scots, too, who in the eleventh
century established the kingdom
now known as Sotland — and
gave it its name.

As well as bringing Gaelic, the
Gaidheil also brought Christianity
to most of Scotland through the
teachings of . Columba and his

followers, who made their base
on the island of lona.

As might be expected from its
history, modern Scottish Gaelic
is most closely related to Irish,
but aso has close links with
Manx Geelic. These three lan-
guages are also related, but less
closely, to the other Celtic lan-
guages — Welsh, Cornish and
Breton (the language of Brittany
in France).

Although the number of people
speaking Gaelic has declined, it
remains the everyday language of
many people throughout Scot-
land.
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A New Look At Mary Stuart

John Guy taps letters for reassessment of the Queen of Scots
(By JOHN FREEMAN)

QUEEN OF SCOTS:

The True Life of Mary Stuart.
By John Guy.

Houghton Mifflin, 541 pp. $28.

THOUGH she spent just 40 years on this earth -- 19 of them in prison --
Mary Queen of Scots is one of the most-studied figures in the pantheon of
royals. Until now, Antonia Fraser's celebrated 1969 biography has been the
standard text. Rich in intimate details and written in prose that recalled the
great 19th-century novelist Jane Austen, Fraser's book painted a sympa- |
thetic portrait of a woman whom many viewed as an adulteress or a para-
noid outflanked by her more rational cousin, Elizabeth | of England.

In his fabulously readable Queen of Scots, distinguished University of Cam- |
bridge historian John Guy returns to Mary's letters and crafts a biography
wiped free of mythologizing and shot through with sparkling new interpre-
tations. Here Mary Queen of Scots rises up as a woman of conflicting im-
pulses. She was a Scottish patriot, yet she grew up in France. She report-
edly led with her heart but conducted her affairs with the cold calculation of
a master chess player.

Some of these contradictions stemmed from Mary's childhood. Born just six
days before the premature death of her father, James V of Scotland, she
was already a hot potato in power plays involving France, England and
Scotland in the mid-1500s. It seemed wise to ship Mary out of Scotland at
age 5 for France, where she was reared as a match for that country's dau-
phin prince.

Previous biographers have described Mary's posh upbringing as bad experi-
ence for the future leader of a country as rough as Scotland, but Guy ar-
gues that her exposure to the wiles of her uncles, the duke of Guise and
the cardinal of Lorraine, helped her. After all, crowned Queen of Scots be-
fore her first birthday, by 17 Mary was a widow and by 18 she had full con-
trol over all of Scotland. A weaker soul might have crumbled under such
pressure. But Guy reveals how Mary shrewdly steered a middle course be-
tween her enemies and supporters.

And here's what makes any life of Mary Queen of Scots so juicy. From day one Mary had her hands full with plotters determined
to orchestrate her downfall. Calvinist preacher John Knox spewed invective while Elizabeth's adviser William Cecil skulked about
spreading distrust of the Francophile queen. Things took an incestuous turn when Elizabeth extended an "olive branch" by en-
couraging the Queen of Scots to marry Robert Dudley, Elizabeth's ex-lover. Mary declined, choosing instead to marry the
drunken Henry, Lord Darnley, thereby bolstering her claim to the English crown.

But as is wont in such situations, scheming only begets more scheming, which in turn begets violence. In retribution for thwart-
ing his ambition, Darnley hatched a plot to kill David Rizzio, Mary's secretary. A year later the nobles who had aided Darnley in
that murder joined forces with the Earl of Bothwell in an attempt on Darnley's life. He escaped, but his kinsman later strangled
him to death.

With the finicky stick-to-itiveness of a forensic scientist, Guy has dredged up scores of letters, essentially giving readers a paper
trail of the machinations that surrounded and involved Mary, who was eventually driven from the throne and beheaded on Eliza-
beth's orders in 1587. In her landmark biography, Fraser surmised that the letters used to "prove" Mary's knowledge of the plot
to kill Darnley were forgeries. Guy supports that claim here, but once again he goes a step further by laying blame for the plot
at the feet of Cecil.

Guy never lets us doubt where his sympathies lie -- Mary is alternately "masterful” and "beguiling,” while Cecil is "a spider."
One gets the sense that his sentiments are born directly out of the research. The result is a new take on Mary's life that reads
like Shakespearean drama, with delicious plotting and fresh writing to go with it.

Guy never allows the labyrinth of plots and counterplots to muddle his story. He writes clearly and directly, restraining his prose
so that his subject can finally step out of her viper pit and address us directly.

[John Freeman is a writer in New York]
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“Weekly
Gaelic
Studies and
Gaelic
Immersion
Weekend!”’

“Renown Scottish
Gaelic Language
Educator, Muriel
Fisher, Comes to
Tulsa”

Strike up a conver-
sation with anyone
wearing a bolo tie
and western boots,
they just might know
Gaelic.

Hugh McNeillie does
Opening Show at the
World Bowl
Championships

07/23/04 21:02:35

Hello to you friends ---- you
know Jerrel | just got in from
doing a show and | was thinking
along the lines that | would
contact a few of my friends just
to let them know that their
friend Hugh McNeillie did the
opening show for the World
Bowls Championships (forty
different countries were repre-
sented) at which the guest of
honour was Her Royal High-
ness Princess Anne ---- how's

Muir accompanied me on ac-
cordion and Simone Welch on

fiddle --- Hugh McNeillie

Gaidhlig Le Barry—

Weekly lessons with Barry Acker
in Central Oklahoma City area:

Event Location:

Midwest City Library

Notes:

We're using the Teach Yourself
Gaelic (TYG) book as our primary
source book and Scottish Gaelic
in Three Months (SG3M) as the
backupffill-in-the-blanks study
text. We will also be using the
video series. Contact Barry at:
bearachanseo@yahoo.com

A h-uile duine, Announcing
the Tulsa Gaelic Immersion
Weekend!

October 16-17, 2004. Just a re-
minder. It's happening this
MONTH! The Scottish Club of
Tulsa, in conjunction with its
Gaelic Studies Group, will be
hosting a Gaelic Immersion week-
end, on October 16-17, 2004.

We are thrilled that Muriel
Fisher, a native Gaelic speaker,
has agreed to come teach the
course. A few years ago United
Scottish Clans of Oklahoma and
Barry Acker hosted her in Nor-
man and those of us who came
from Tulsa had a great time. And

USCO CALENDAR: 4TH QUARTER & BEYOND

Oct 2, 04—Global Oklahoma—

Rose State College— from 9:00-

5:00. Contact USCO Chief Pro-

gram Officer, Julie MacGowan
to help out.

Oct 24, 04—General Member-

ship Meeting-2:00 p.m.-COTS

Community Room—VERY IM-
PORTANT MEETING

Oct 30, 04—Samhuinn
(Halloween)- 6:00 p.m. Tami
Robinson’s home, 23 East
Federal, Shawnee, OK—Pot Luck

Oct 30 & 31, 04—Scottish Rite
Festival- on the lawn of the
temple-Guthrie, OK—9:00 to

5:00—Contact Julie MacGowan

if you can help in the tent.

Nov 2, 04-USCO Board Meeting--
7:00 p.m.— Hometown Buffet
on 1-240 between Western &

Penn

Dec 17, 04——Celtic Band
Concert—at the First Unitarian
Church, 600 NW 13, OKC
sponsored by O’Kelly’s Celtic
Band and the First Unitarian

we'd like to return the favor.

Muriel is a wonderful teacher,
both knowledgeable about her
subject and very skilled at convey-
ing that knowledge in an effective
and entertaining way. She grew up
on the Isle of Skye and did not
learn English until age six. She
peppers her teaching with stories
about her childhood, which adds
an invaluable cultural aspect to the
language course. She is not just a
native Gaelic speaker, however,
she is also an accomplished and
sought after teacher. She is

- founder and director of the
Tucson Gaelic Institute
(established in 1983)

-adjunct professor of languages at
the University of Arizona (1996-
present)

- language instructor at Pima
County Community College
(1993-present); and

- instructor at Sabhal Mor Ostaig,
Scotland's Gaelic College.

All those who speak Gaelic, learn-
ing Gaelic, or are interested in
learning Gaelic are welcome.
(Note, although we welcome true
"beginners"—those who have
never attended any type of Gaelic
class—please be aware that the

Church, 7:00 to 8:30 a Concert,
8:30 to 10:00- 1) Dance; 2)
Instrumental; 3) Stories and

Poetry readings. It’s all FREE

Jan 1, 05— Hogmanay—6:00

p.m.in COTS Community Room.

Pot Luck dinner and stories of
Hogmanay in Scotland.

Jan 22, 05—Robert Burns Sup-
per, Silent Auction and
Awards—COTS Community
Room- 6:00 p.m. Pot Luck

Feb 12, 05—Sweetheart Ball—
COTS Activities Center—
Combined Activity with COTS-

6:00 p.m.—Sponsored by COTS
& USCO—Catered Dinner

Apr 9, 05—History & Genealogy
Fair—5600 NW 63, OKC—
Sponsored by USCO—9:00 to
5:00 at the Activities Center

rovided by COTS

Apr 10, 05—Kirkin’ O’ The Tar-
tan—COTS 10:45 a.m. service.

Scottish Gaelic Classes

weekend will contain material for
intermediate learners, as well).

Seats are limited however, so
send your registration form and
fee in soon. We can accept an
absolute maximum of 25 students.

The class will be held at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa College of Law,
which is located at 3120 E. 4th
Place in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Regis-
tration for the weekend is $90,
which includes the registration
fee, the course materials, and
lunch on both Saturday and Sun-
day.

If you have any questions, please
contact Chris Merle (lon-
dubh@cox.net, 918-640-7307) or
Melissa Tatum (melissa-
tatum@utulsa.edu, 918-748-
5814). Please let us know if you
plan on attending. It's only two
weeks away. We can provide you
with information on hotels if
needed.

You may go to the Gaelic Studies

tml and download a copy of the
registration form. Or | can emalil
you a copy.

Le meas,
Christopher Merle
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A New Pi pi ng Soci ety Energes:

Gkl ahoma Pi obai reachd Soci ety

On a warm breezy evening,
Wednesday, 25 Aug 2004, we
held our first Oklahoma Pio-
baireachd Society meeting here
at Oklahoma City at the Church
of The Savior, 5600 NW 63rd
Street, and it went off without a
hitch....It was well attended,
and we all had a good time play-
ing and great piping fellowship.

Starting off the evening with
personal introductions, we had
six who attended and all were
welcomed. In attendance were:

Stew Joslin, Paul Roberson, Jason
Miller, Andrew Stirling, Doug
Stevenson and Joe McDonald.
Sam Hall, our tutor for the cur-
rent 4 month session and series
on the Piobaireachd tune
"Lament for the Old Sword" was

outstanding. My personal thanks
go to him for the fine instruction
concerning this session and the
upcoming ones for the next 3
months.

After a brief introduction and
history to what Ceol Mor
is defined as, and its relation to
the CANNTAIREACHD, Mr.
Hall began with the ground on a
well set up pipe to give us all a
feel for how the tune both
flowed and its related cadence.
Once the ground was completed
on the pipe, we moved to prac-
tice chanters to begin working
on the first few bars. Progress
was made and we played both as
a group and individually work-
ing our way through the first
linear staff of the selected tune.

We ALL had a really great
time all the while learning the
beginning stages of a new Pio-
baireachd tune.

For the Oklahoma Piobaireachd
Society:

Stew Joslin

Next dates for the remainder of

the sessions on "Lament for the
Old Sword" are:

Sept 28, Oct 26 and lastly Nov
30, 2004. Same meeting time, 6-
7pm., Same location.

Stew Joslin

Plan for the future but
live in the moment.

From the Desk of the Chief Clan/Family Councll,

Linda Hendricks

| hope you had a happy and
eventful summer. We did! Our
oldest son married August 28th
in a Medieval Celtic Wedding
Photos WILL follow.

Tom and | celebrated our 25th
Anniversary on August 4. We
had a great little trip to Albu-
querque where we found
O’Neil's, a quiet (9 Irish Pub
near the University of New Mex-
ico campus.

Which brings me to the sub-

ject of this article; | need you to
contact me about any births,
deaths, marriages, anniversaries
and specia events in your life. |
am trying to start an article in
each Highland Herad listing
these events for the quarter.

The following are the ones we
know as of publication date:

Flowers of the Forrest:

Wayne Thompson-Clan Donald.
Shorty McAlpine-Clan McAlpine.

Scottish Recipes

Our condolence to these fami-
lies.

Weddings:

Bo Thomas Hendricks — Clan
Henderson to Kathy Lynn Miller
--Clan McNeil

Congratulations!
Anniversaries:

Tom and Linda Hendricks --Clan
Henderson and U.S.C.O. Board

Eric and Donna Robertson-Clan

Bread—From A Master Baker

John Young, owner of
Breadalven Bakery in Aber-
feldy, has been a baker for
51 years. His recipe for a
simple white loaf has been a
favourite with customers
over the years and now he
has decided to share it.

Ingredients are:- 1lb 20z of
plain white flower, two tea
spoons of salt, one tea-

spoon of sugar, one tea-
spoon of white fat, nine
ounces of water and an
ounce and a half of com-
pressed yeast.

Mix yeast with water and
add all ingredients into a
mixing bowl. Mix up into
smooth dough and kneed by
hand for 15 minutes. Cover
dough with cling film and let

rise for one hour. Mould into
shape and transfer to a
warm oven (420-450F, Gas
Mark 6) for 50 minutes.

John said: "Never let the
yeast come in contact with
the salt as salt will stop it
from acting properly. Bread
is best eaten one day after it
has been baked."

Stewart Joslin, Band Manager of
OSP&D and Founder of the

Oklahoma Piobaireachd Society

Donnacheid and Tulsa S.C.O.T.S.
JR & JE Murray—53rd year, Nov 3
And Many More! LH

Limit yourself to two drinks at
social functions. Any more and
you'll begin to think you're smarter
and funnier than you really are.

*

What you must do, do cheer-
fully without hesitation.

If you’re going to be
weird, be confident
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On July 2", 2004 John and |
took off for Scotland. In Glas-
gow, we picked up our rental car
and off we went. We began a
long winding road that circled the
entire country. Past Loch Lo-
mond on A82 we proceeded
North across the seemingly
desolate Rannoch Moor. At the
eastern entrance to the Glen
Coe valley, | began to feel | was
really in Scotland. The towering
black hills seemed to tell their
own story of the historical roots
here for us. We stopped for a
few pictures and | had the pleas-
ure to meet an old Scottie dog
on holiday. He greeted me with
hearty welcome, and on we
went.

Our first night we harbored at
Oban in a quaint bed and break-
fast (B&B) built in 1890. Here |
learned that 1890 was quiet new
for Scotland, and first hand
tasted Scottish hospitality and
home cooking. | had porridge
and haggis for breakfast to
John’s traditional English eggs
and mushrooms.

The morning saw us early at the
port to catch a ferry to our desti-
nation of Mull and lona. The tour
bus ride across the Isle of Mull
was a wonderful discovery of
ancient fortress ruins along the
37-mile stretch of one-lane road.
(Scaottish folks just pull over and
wait till you pass, then drive on
their way!) Another ferry to tiny
lona, and the sweetest little town
you ever saw awaited us. It
seemed the church ruins greeted

Notice the ordinary:
Celebrate the exceptional.

Glasgow Green
World Pipe Band
Championships.

How Not to Get Towed In Edinburgh
By Becky Kimbell-Farris

us. Saint Columba and Saint Bridget
winked from their stain glass win-
dows and the tiny café with all its
lovely home grown vegetables and
herbs were a delight.

The long afternoon of day 2 (the sun
sets at 1030 PM) we stopped at the
Commando Memorial in one of the
loveliest spots on earth. A hill top
north of mighty Ben Nevis, veiled by
misty clouds sheltered the memo-
ries and ashes of fallen heroes from
World War Il to Irag. In the hushed
sunset, it was a site to bring one to
tears.

Now we continued North on the A82
and A87, past towering dark forests
to Shiel Bridge. We pulled into a
B&B for the night. In Scotland, the
B&B folks, just welcome you in, take
your breakfast requests, and show
you to your room, key and all. No
guestions, license plate numbers, or
money exchanged--not even a hag-
gle over the price. Now, if you will
remember, John is a proud member
of the Clan MacKay. Imagine our
shock the next morning to discover
our host was a MacKay born in the
very house we stayed in. The walls
of time and culture that separated
us from Scotland before our trip
shrank.

The rainy morning of day 4 took us
on a quick drive through of Skye.
Stopping for picnics of scones and
ham in ancient walled fields and
cemeteries, we made our way to-
ward Inverness, along the
A890/A835. The empty crofter cab-
ins dotting the glens reminding us
again of the sad days of the clear-
ances. We again sheltered at a

Pipe Band
Competitions on
Glasgow Green

Pipers from round the world set the
tone. Northern Ireland has come out
on top at a record breaking World Pipe
Band Championships in Glasgow.

The Field Marshal Montgomery Pipe
Band beat more than 230 bands on a
sunny Glasgow Green in front of the
event's biggest ever crowd of 45,000
people. Saturday's contest saw pipers
come from as far afield as Europe,
America, Canada, Australia and South
Africa.

It is estimated that the championships

lovely B&B by Culloden Battlefield,
on a working cattle ranch. You
guessed it, the next morning we
discovered our hosts were again
MacKays.

Day 5 we spent the morning fol-
lowing a bonnie, kilt clad Scottish
Lad through muddy fields once
stained with blood. The stories
rang true and an answering chord
chimed in our breasts, as we
heard the tale of brave men fight-
ing for freedom at Culloden.
Enough of the sadness, you will
have to go see for yourself.

After walking barefoot in the tide at
a beach near Gills in far northern
Scotland, the sunset witnessed our
crossing Pentland Firth on a ferry
to St Margaret’'s Hope, Orkney.

The Orkney Islands are a group of
many islands. Our destination was
Mainland near Finstown. Here we
had the pleasure of staying on a
farm with Ida Sinclair. This lovely

lady told stories about raising a
family on the island and taught
us so much about life in the
Orkneys. Their collie dog es-
corted us around and her
scones and haggis welcomed
us each morning while we were
there.

We spent 2 days seeing the
archeological sights. Skara Brae
and Brough of Birsay were two
of the better known. In Orkney,
the ancient brushed shoulders
with the new. It was not unusual
to see a standing stone, dating
from 2000-3000 BC, in yards,
fields, and among the cattle and
sheep. We spent another long
afternoon walking the circle
among the Standing Stones of
Stenness and the expansive
Ring of Brodgar. As the eve-
nings shadows lengthened
among the heather strewn
fields, we literally felt overshad-
owed by the ancient power of
this incredible land called Scot-
land.

To Edinburgh we traveled, en-
tering a town so old that the
new is simply built on top of the
old. Cont'd on page 7—

create an economic boost for Glasgow
of about £1m. They have been held in
the city since 1986 and attract more
than 8,000 musicians. (International
showcase)

The Simon Fraser University Pipe
Band from Canada scooped second
place, while last year's winners, Scot-
tish band House of Edgar Shotts and
Dykehead, came in third. They beat off
competition from a host of home-grown
talent, including the Strathclyde Police
Pipe Band. The contest is organised
by the Royal Scottish Pipe Band Asso-
ciation and Glasgow City Council.

Other attractions included the Euro-
pean Highland Games heavy events
championships, highland dancing, and
the drum major competition.

First Place Winners, World Pipe
Band Championships:

Grade #1 - Field Marshal Montgomery
Pipe Band (Ulster, Northern Ireland)

Grade #2 - First Ballinderry Bridge
(Ulster)

Grade #3A - Finvoy (Ulster)
Grade #3B - Seven Towers (Ulster)

Juvenile - St. Thomas' Episcopal
School (Houston, Texas)

Juvenile (Drumming) - St. Thomas'
Episcopal School (Houston, Texas)

Grade #4A - Annsborough (County
Down, Northern Ireland)

Grade #4B - McNeilstown (Ulster)

Novice Juvenile - Inverclyde Juveniles
(Scotland)

Glasgow, Scotland: St. Thomas’
Episcopal School Pipe and Drum
Band of Houston, Texas, took first
place in the Juvenile World Champi-
onships held on Glasgow Green
Saturday, August 14...This is their
fourth time to win this prestigious
title...The band also won best drum
corps...and for the third consecutive
time, best bass section.

Carla Gardner named second runner-
up at Dance Competition.

Lindsay Lubrano wins third place in
Highland Fling.

Saturday, August 28, 3:00 p.m.
CDT—St. Thomas' Episcopal School
Pipe and Drum Band of Houston,
Texas wins Juvenile Championship at
Cowal Highland Games.
Editor Note: Would this be an
indication that Scottish Blood is still
very much pure in Ulster? Seems
to me the lIrish only won ONE
event! (Just a joke) And look who
(from the USA) won some pretty
impressive first place awards!!
Congratulations to the St. Thomas’
Juveniles!! Editor
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John & Becky In Scotland

Everything worksout in the end. Ifit hasn’t
worked out, it’s not the end.

More pictures next quarter; they made

many!!!

—Cont'd from page 6—

Castles, cemeteries, pubs and
artists line the streets of this har-
bored fortress which has never
fallen to foe.

OH Yes, the Towed Thing, (TOAD
Thing). Do not, under any condi-
tion, park on the streets of Edin-
burgh, even if your landlord says
you can, in a spot, even if it
DOES NOT say “No Parking”! For
the TOAD people, who get paid
by the police, per vehicle; love to
haul tourist’s rental cars to the
pound. Beware the TOAD people
in Edinburgh!!

We sought out the sites to hear
traditional acoustic Scottish music
and our first night we were lucky
enough to meet up with an artist
we had met In Dallas, Texas at
the Traditional Irish Music festival.

We were given tickets to a private
concert for the following night. An
artist by the name of Allan Johns-
ton was having a CD coming out
party and we were his guests for
this close family and friend’s
event. The trust and friendliness
of these people once again struck
us as we sampled their hospitality.
The music was good, the Guin-
ness was good and our last night
in Scotland was wonderful.

Our trip back home seemed un-
real as we slowly awoke from the
spell cast. Our heartbeats had
recognized and answered the
lands call and welcome. We bade
her goodbye and bade her fare-
well, till we are lucky enough to
see Scotland again.

—-Becky Kimbell-Farris

OKLAHOMA SCOTTISH GAMES & GATHERING

The Oklahoma Scottish Games
& Gathering celebrated their
25th annua * ’
games and gethering September
18th & 19th, 2004 in Chandler
Park, Tulsa, Oklahoma. All of
the Charmen of OSG&G in-
cluding the current one, Bruce
Mcintyre, were listed in the
program as Honored Guests.
The games began in 1980 as
Tulsa Sottish Games & Gather-
ing | first attended in 1982
when H. O. Mcintosh was
Charman. The earliest living
Chair Person is Mrs. William

Gordon, Rawnie Gordon, who
was the Chair in 1983-1984 and
was in attendance from Connecti-
cut for the Slver year. It was
good to see her as well as alot of
other friends.

OSG&G has experienced much
growth since it began. | remember
about 300 people, including clans
and athletes, in atendance back in
the early ‘80s. In the mid to late
‘80s, | was invited and served on
the Games Board and made a
suggestion that they change the
name to ‘Oklahoma Scottish

Scottish Food
Fortnight

"Scottish Food Fortnight wihich
runs from September 18 to Oc-
tober 3, aims to promote a na-
tional celebration of Scotland’s
regional food and drink.

A special website has been
launched to set out the objec-
tives and give practical details of
how people can get involved and
where they can buy Scottish
produce. It also features a regu-
larly updated list of events taking
place in each region. Among
the events planned are local
food promotions, tastings, farm-
ers’ markets and special menus
in restaurants.

Find out more by visiting the
website of Scottish Food Fort-
night at:

www.scottishfoodfortnight.co.uk

Helen M Mann

Vice Consul (Public Affairs)
British Consulate General
S. 1900, 1000 Louisiana
Houston, Texas 77002

Tel No (713) 659 3205
.mann@fco.gov.uk
www.britainusa.com:

“To influence people, appeal to their dreams
and aspirations, not just their needs.”

Games & Gathering’ They liked
the idea and the event began to
gow by legps and bounds after
that. That is probably the best
suggestion | ever made.

My friend, Chinnubbie McIntosh,
was an Honored Guest also. He
is a descendant of the 16th Chief
of the Clan Mackintosh who lived
in Invernesshire, Sotland. Chin-
nubbie wears the Creek Nation
tartan designed back in the ‘60s by
his father, Creek Nation Chief
Dode Mclintosh.

The open carriage drawn by two
Clydesdales, carrying Chinnubbie
around the parade field and the
Native American dancers during
haf time ‘Welcome Ceremony
was impressive.

Jerrel Murray, Editor




